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It seems we have several different conceptions about nanotech, from popular culture, policy makers, and 
journalists… 

from a radical view of our technological future; 

to scientific discoveries like “bucky-balls” & carbon nano; 
to applications @5_.+;5"5K#$4":5:#%$:>+:.@EK(@.4"5"-+-@4::>+-$..".$+.".$-A>+T4#.$+c@#$4)%">+(4$F%"K(4\#'$.+B+:#%$4-.+ 

… Will the real nanotech please stand up? 

Knowing the social life of nanotechnology (& esp its history – how ideas about nano arose, how those ideas and 
scientific advances evolved over time) 

helps us make sense of the various understandings about nanotech: what nanotech IS, where it came from, how it’s 
used today, and where its going. 
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Our groups past and future research is based on the belief that understanding nanotechnology’s social 
and economic implications must be based on a robust understanding of its historical contexts.  

Our work continues to examine these historical underpinnings at multiple levels – scientists’ careers, 
research institutions, instrumentation, national and state policy, and the public’s evolving perception of 
nanotechnology. The result is a “deep history” will ultimately allow us to understand how these resources 
constrained and enabled aspects of today’s nano-enterprise.  

Our GRAND goal – perhaps after 10 years – is a comprehensive and holistic narrative of nanotech’s 
trajectory. This would trace it from research in the 1950s and 60s in materials science to the discoveries 
of the buckyball and STM in the 1980s to the creation of a vast transnational infrastructure for doing 
interdisciplinary research.  
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I want to highlight one aspect of our work: 

Since our group was formed in 2006, we have been exceptionally active in collecting oral histories. These 
help us and other scholars understand people’s career paths and preserve their recollections of key 
events. We have selected individuals from several  communities including university and corporate 
scientists as well as policy makers. 

To date, over two dozen oral history interviews have been carried out; finished interviews are archived at 
the Chemical Heritage Foundation and/or the Center for History of Physics.  

IRG 1 leverages its research through partnerships with CHF and AIP, allowing CNS to do more with the 
resources it has. Also, note that these interviews are available for use by the wider scholarly community. 
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